
Praying for others 

It can sometimes be hard to know how to pray for friends, family and other people in our congregation. There are lots of 
places in the Bible we would look for help – the book of Psalms would be a great start. But some of the clearest hints about 
how to pray are found in the New Testament texts where the biblical authors simply tell us what they’re praying for. Some 
of these passages are discussed in D. A. Carson, A Call to Spiritual Reformation. 

John 17:20-23 I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that 
they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given 
to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may 
become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you 
loved me. 

Ephesians 1:15-21 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the 
saints,  I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in 
the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and 
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come. 

Ephesians 3:14-19 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth is named, that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith - that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend 
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Ephesians 3:20-21 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the 
power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

Philippians 1:9-11 And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all 
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory 
and praise of God. 

Colossians 1:3-5 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the 
hope laid up for you in heaven. 

Colossians 1:9-12 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God. May you be strengthened with all power, according to his 
glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has 
qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 

1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that 
he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

2 Thessalonians 1:3-4 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right, because your faith is 
growing abundantly, and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. Therefore 
we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your 
persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring. 

2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may 
fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord 
Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


